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"Cheers for Twenty  Years!" 

 

 
Jenn Meyers and Kendar Bodnar greeted everyone in front of the AWESOME sign. 
The buffalo plaid table covering is the design of the school's theme colours. 

"Over 200 people are here tonight, including many alumni staff," said Denise Don 
aldson, at Crossroads School's 20 Anniversary Celebration Friday evening. The 
evening started with a fish fry feast. 

 

 
After supper, there were many events, something for 
everyone. Many of the guys headed out to watch the 
game. Here Chase Councillor flies in to home. 

Under the tent, the Metis Association led the jig 
ging. Molly Tucker and Paisley Asselin really got into 
the swing of things. In the background Dr. George El 
liot is on the fiddle while John and Delinda George 

Adrian Snowball and his daughter get in a few last 
minute tickets. "For the penny table fundraiser, each 
classroom was assigned a theme and families could 
volunteer to donate items ," said Kerri Tolen, Princi 

 

by Charleen Gustafson 
Crossroads School  is  20 
years old!  Seems like only 
yesterday it opened. So in 
grand    Crossorads    style 
they decided to celebrate 
all year. 

The culmination was the 
endofyear fish fry last Fri 
day night. 

Principal Kerri Tolen ex 
plained. 

"The  finale  really  came 
together because of all the 
support   from   staff,   sur 
rounding community  and 
family.   The weather also 
contributed   to   an   awe 
some  night. Volunteers 
breaded  and  cooked  the 
fish.  Naicatchewenin and 
New Gold  sponsored  the 
meal so we could make it

 

community for a very long 
time. Her husband's father 
was the son of one of the 
original settlers. In 1955 Liz 
married Gale Donaldson. 
Then Denise married Gale's 
son.  Denise, her husband, 
and her six children have all 
attended either Burriss or 
Crossroads schools.   "Liz 
was a teacher at Buriss 
School. She taught William 
Tener's grandson," she 
said. 

William Tener was the 
settler who took the mag 
nificent photos of Rainy 
River Valley's history in the 
1890s, the barn building 
events for example.  "Liz 
helped write the Devlin his 
tory book and still keeps in 
contact with many of the 

play spoons. 

School and Grades 4 to 8 
students from Cornerbrook 
School.  At the time it was 
described as “the utmost in 
style, efficiency and con 
venience to serve a grow 
ing community”.       It 
boasted a full size gymna 
sium with change rooms, 
kitchen facilities, a library, 
and daycare.       Len 
LaRocque, the first princi 
pal at the new school, said 
that the school was built by 
volunteers from the com 
munity.  A few years later, 
the community would gen 

 
erously add an outdoor 
skating rink to the prop 
erty. 

"Twenty years later Cross 
roads is still going strong! 
It is a significant milestone 
and, therefore, a great rea 
son to celebrate! The idea 
of celebrating 20 years was 
presented at a School 
Council meeting last 
spring. This fall, plans were 
discussed and a decision 
was made to host a year 
long celebration with vari 
ous events. The first event 
was a Fall Feast Anniver 

pal. 

sary Celebration KickOff 
held in partnership with 
Project Sunset on Thurs 
day, October  23rd.   Over 
200 people enjoyed a deli 
cious meal and presenta 
tions.   A Polaroid photo 
prop was also very popular, 
capturing four generations 
of Crossroad students. The 
energy, enthusiasm and 
sense of community felt 
that night was good for ig 
niting school spirt.  It was 
not about celebrating indi 
vidual success, but rather 
the  success  of  everyone 

 

 
(students, families, com 
munities and staff) sharing 
an awesome achievement. 
"Celebrations unite and 
motivate. Crossroads 
School is looking forward 
to the future; working hard 
to equip students with 
knowledge, gratitude, op 
timism and resiliency.  The 
school also looks ahead to 
strengthening partnerships 
with     the     communities 
it serves and growing with 
Project Sunset. 

"Cheers   for   20  Years!" 
concluded Ms Tolen. 

more cost effective for 
families but still offer 
amazing food. 

"Canadian Tire ended up 
donating a kid's kayak and 
my mum and I made the 
CRS 20th Anniversary quilt 
(20 blocks for 20 years) for 
the raffle. 

"We are thankful the 
Metis Association and Dr. 
Elliot could be here for jig 
ging. It was a great night to 
be outside.  Lincoln Dunn 
and Fiona Gallagher, from 
Project Sunset, helped out 
with bingo." 

Both Vice Principal Sharla 
MacKinnon and Principal 
Kerri Tolen are new to 
Crossroads this year.  Proj 
ect Sunset is a program 
with the OPP. The aim is to 
build sustainable commu 
nity partnerships, to find 
innovative solutions to ad 
dress youth crime. 

Kelly  Caul,  Community 
Wellness  Coordinator  for 
the Metis Nation of Ontario 
was in the tent, with volun 
teers, for the jigging. "This 
is part of our cultural ap 
preciation," she said. 
Denise Donaldson's fam 
ily has been a part of Burris 

descendants of the set 
tlers. And now I work here 
as the school librarian," 
said Denise. 

Ms Tolen gave a synopsis 
of the year's events: 
"Elementary school expe 
rience can have a profound 
and lasting impact on stu 
dents and families. That is 
why   it   is   important  for 
schools  to  celebrate  suc 
cesses, achievements and 
milestones.    Celebrations 
bring people together and 
boost   morale;   they   are 
an important step for inclu 
sion, regrouping and mov 
ing forward with an 
understanding   of    grati 
tude. Crossroads School is 
celebrating 20 remarkable 
years of working to culti 
vate the hearts and minds 
of students for lives full of 
purpose and hope! 

" Crossroads School 
opened its doors in the fall 
of 1996.  The name, Cross 
roads, refers to the inter 
section of the 
TransCanada Highway 
and Highway 613.  It was 
built to accommodate 
Kindergarten to Grade 4 
students      from     Burriss 

There  are no  words... 
 

To convey how grateful we are for the outpouring of 
love and support we received through your many 
expressions of sympathy  after the loss of our beautiful 
son Joshua. 

We are overwhelmed  by your compassion and 
kindness. We felt every tear you cried and we felt all 
your thoughts and prayers. Every hug, phone call, text 
message, visit, gift of food, prepared meal and card 
we received carried us through our darkest days. 
There are no words to describe how comforted we 
were. 

Thank you for your generous donations  on the 
gofundme page in support of Katie and Vinny.  Josh 
would be so happy knowing they are being looked 
after. Your kind words shared of our son is a testament 
to the man he was. The impact he had on others was 
far reaching. 

Many stories were shared about Josh from family, 
friends, coworkers  (past and present). We loved 
hearing every one of them and we hope you will 
continue to share your memories of Josh with each 
other and us. We are so proud of the kind and 
thoughtful man he was. We loved every minute we 
spent with him. 

We are grateful to our daughter Miranda and Wayne 
Both for opening their home for family and friends to 
gather. Thank you to Josh’s friends for staying close, 
we needed you. The time spent around the fire with 
you sharing your truth and stories of Josh will always 
hold a special place in our hearts. Thank you to those 


